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IRIS has played an enormous role in the teaching of seismology at an undergraduate and graduate level. In addition to 
direct E&O efforts, the science that IRIS has facilitated plays a central role in the lexicon of any college course in seismol-
ogy and geophysics. We have created an undergraduate/graduate course in earthquakes, seismology, and earth structure with 
an accompanying textbook and web site. Throughout the course, the contributions of IRIS are evident. Of the 600 fi gures in 
the book/web site, some are taken directly from IRIS, while many others were created using IRIS data. For instance, a lot of 
examples drew upon data from the authors  ̓familiarity with the IRIS PASSCAL MOMA experiment (Wysession et al., 1996). 
Even more fi gures show research discoveries that were facilitated using IRIS data. There are some parts of a seismology 
course that deal with the theoretical physical foundations of the science, and these do not have an IRIS infl uence. However, as 
soon as data and any applications to the real earth are incorporated, the infl uence of IRIS becomes immediately obvious. This 
infl uence is especially apparent in the areas of seismic rupture, earth structure, seismotectonics, and the societal aspects of 
seismology. For instance, in most of our examples of seismic waves, digital seismograms were obtained from the IRIS DMC 
and then incorporated into fi gures in order to best demonstrate the points at hand. 
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A sample of fi gures from Stein 
and Wysession (2003) showing 
the infl uence of IRIS.  Figure 
1.2-19 was adapted from an 
IRIS E&O image, while the rest 
were created using IRIS seismic 
data.  In addition to fi gures 
made using IRIS data, count-
less more fi gures, and much of 
the book text concerning our 
understanding of the interior of 
the earth, owe their existence 
to data obtained, archived, and 
distributed through IRIS.


