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Global Seismicity Monitor as an Interactive Museum Display

Carolyn Rebbert • Bruce Museum of Arts and Science

Louise Palmer • Independent Curator

The Bruce Museum of Arts and Sci-
ence in Greenwich, Connecticut, developed 
the family-friendly exhibition Great Women, 
Great Science that was on display from August 
14, 2004 – April 10, 2005. Interactive displays 
engaged visitors in learning the science behind 
the discoveries of four prominent scientists 
from the fi rst half of the 20th century. 

One of the most successful and popular 
displays was in the section featuring Danish 
geophysicist Inge Lehman. IRIS designed a 
website that provided visually attractive dis-
plays of global seismic events and is updated 
every 20 minutes. The site also provided in-
formation on past events both globally and lo-
cally, and provided a view of the seismic trace 
recorded by a local station. Visitors accessed 
the information through a touch screen where 
they could select the desired view. Within a 
given screen, touching a particular earthquake event produced a pop-up banner with data on the quake.

The programmers at IRIS adjusted the design to make it fi t our visitorʼs needs, coached us in adjusting the settings on 
our monitor, and all within our rather tight schedule. They 
were also available for consultation throughout the run of the 
exhibition, provided educational materials for our teacher 
workshop, and listened to our suggestions for some museum-
friendly design changes.

During the run of the exhibition, approximately 67,000 
visitors came to the museum. The museum lead 25 tours of 
the exhibition for a total of 404 visitors including second-
grade girl scouts, other elementary and middle school student 
groups, and high school, college and adult groups. We plan 
on incorporating the touch-screen display in our permanent 
science gallery.


