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Seismographs in Schools

John C. Lahr • U.S. Geological Survey Emeritus Scientist

USGS Emeritus Scientist Dr. John Lahr contin-
ued his affi liation with IRIS and his desire to educate 
students about earthquakes into his retirement. John 
worked at the USGS for 32 years and since1999 he 
has been active in the IRIS Education and Outreach 
Program. 

The Education and Outreach Program has 
provided seismographs to more than 100 teach-
ers participating in their Seismographs in Schools 
program, which is aimed at informing students and 
the general public about seismology and earthquakes. 
Seismology provides an exciting and interesting 
context for many required subjects, including general 
science, physics, and mathematics. Thus, seismology 
and earth science can be integrated with concepts that 
are addressed by the current Education Standards to 
achieve a better understanding of both. In addition, 
a basic understanding of seismology is necessary to 
obtain public support for the mitigation strategies 
that have been developed to save lives and reduce 
property damage resulting directly from earthquake 

shaking as well as from earthquake-triggered hazards such as 
landslides and tsunamis.

Due to recent advances in computer technology, today it 
is not diffi cult to purchase and operate a seismograph station. 
Seeing earthquakes recorded on their “own” school instru-
ment, an instrument that they can operate and understand, is 
far more interesting to students than simply fi nding a similar 
seismograph on a web site. This is an effective “hook” to get 
their attention, especially when a newsworthy event has been 
recorded

During two vacation trips around the U.S. in 2004, John 
made stops along the way to help educators operate their 
seismic stations. John talked with the students and assisted 
the teachers with their seismometers, as well as helping them 
with activities associated with the “Seismographs in Schools” 
program.

In this picture John is showing Depot Bay, Oregon, Kids Zone students Chyyanne 
Miller and Marcos Garcia (back row) and Javier Jimenez and Harley Seward (front 
row) how the AS1 seismic system works.

The Magnitude 9.0 Indonesia earthquake of December 26, 2004, was well 
recorded by many IRIS Seismographs in Schools systems.  The record 
above was recorded at Mattawan High School in Mattawan, Michigan.


